      Watch Out For Killer Compost -  by Jill Davies    1.14.12


Toxic herbicide products such as Milestone, (aka  Aminopyralid), Forefront, clopyralid, and Tordon  (aka Picloram),  produced by DowAgroscience, are broadleaf weed killers and so are used on hay and pasture.   They don't kill the grass, unlike Monsanto's Roundup, which kills everything.  These herbicides will pass through the animal's digestive tract unchanged and are excreted in urine and manure, and also survive many years in compost.   If manure, straw bedding or mulch, or composted materials (e.g. grass clippings, manure, hay) containing herbicide residues are applied to crop fields or gardens, herbicide damage will occur to many broadleaf vegetables, herbs or flowers.  The plant symptoms reported include: poor or absence of seed germination; death of young plants; twisted, curled or cupped leaves; misshapen fruit; and reduced yields.  


Many gardens were ruined in the Bitterroot in recent years.   Much of the tainted compost came from Cowpoke Farm Supply north of Corvallis.   But the county weed program also uses Milestone along roads and drift can occur.   Or, when a deer grazes on treated vegetation along roads and relieves herself as she passes through my land, who's responsible for the fact that some of my soil is now useless for growing beans, peas, lettuce, tomatoes and many other crops for four years or more?


Take Precautions


Before acquiring or using livestock manure - fresh, aged or composted - ask what the animals were fed, the origin of the hay and what, if any, herbicides were used on the hay, pasture or rangeland grasses consumed by the livestock.   If you don't get the answer, either don't accept the manure, or test for the presence of residual herbicides.   Conduct a simple potting test with beans to determine if herbicide residues are present in the manure, compost, or clippings.    Fill some 4"x 4" pots with good soil that you know is not contaminated, fill some with the compost to be tested, and plant beans in them and put them in a warm place where you can watch.    If the beans become deformed after growing for a while, you have a problem.    Here are some other names for the same poisons in this pyralid family: Reclaim, Stinger, Hornet, Transline, Confront, Lontrel, Curtail and Millenium Ultra.  It is absurd that the EPA is allowing these chemicals on the market, but we know that the corporations have the government in the palms of their hands. Go to the Rachel Carson Council and search for "compost" for more information.    

Dow’s Clouded History


This is the third time that Dow herbicides that were supposed to degrade within days were found to persist for years.  First it was Tordon, (aka Picloram) which now has some use regulations on it.  Then in 2001, Dow's clopyralid, (still sold as Confront), was found to be the contaminant in compost that killed home garden and nursery plants in Washington, Pennsylvania and New Zealand.  


Then, after clopyralid got in trouble, Dow came out with Milestone (aka  Aminopyralid),.  In its molecular formula, it has one atom that is different than for Tordon.  All of these poisons have nearly the same chemical formula.  Just the names are changed.  Why?    Check the links given.  What did the EPA do with the Milestone application for commercialization?   Granted unrestricted use.   


Dow’s behavior defies environmental corporate responsibility.  They know their product is capable of causing significant environmental harm, yet they continue not only to sell it, but develop and sell new products that pose equal or greater risks.   And shame on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for letting this happen again and again.


A close read of the EPA’s paper trail shows that the half-life (the time it is expected to persist) of aminopyralid (Milestone) in soil was never clearly determined.   Still, the EPA decided that aminopyralid was “safe for humans and the environment.”  The license to sell was granted despite the fact that Dow’s own data showed a half-life of up to 533 days.   Despite that, only two studies were done to investigate its persistence in soil.  Even though clopyralid was known to persist in compost, specific inquiries were never made into the newer herbicide’s fate in manures.  In their 2004 response to Dow’s registration application, three EPA scientists said that both of Dow’s soil dissipation studies were of “questionable validity.”

